National Treasury
Minister Mboweni

19 October 2018
Re: For URGENT consideration into Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement and Budget 2019.
Sawubona Mphathiswa Wezimali

SINGOGOGO ASENEME NEZE NGEMPESHENI.

We are a forum of women pensioners who live in Pietermaritzburg. This submission outlines 2 interventions
which we hope will be seriously considered by National Treasury and urgently implemented. The first is that
all pensioners be provided with a double Old-Age Grant in December. That is that the R1 700 pension be
doubled to R3 400 in December. Besingathanda ukuthola ibhenasi ka R3400 ngoDesemba. The second is that
the level of the pension be increased to that of a living wage.

We ask that you double our pensions in December 2018.
The pension plays the same role as a wage does. It brings income into our homes. The pension is R1 700 a month. For
many pensioners, it is the only source of income coming into homes.

December and January are very difficult months. With our pensigns we must cover the usual expenses plus the extra
expenses of school uniforms, shoes, stationery and extra food (because our grandchildren are on holiday and they are
always hungry). This year has been very tough because everything has gone up in price and our monthly pensions cannot
cover these price increases. We start out every year in terrible debt and this year is going to be much worse.

We are asking government to help us. Giving all pensioners a double-pension in December will help absorb some of the
pressures we face. The extra money will be used to buy school uniforms, shoes and stationery. Prices are cheaper in
December than they are in January. We will also use the extra money to pay the first instalments for school fees and the
January's scholar transport fees to the uncles that take our kids to school. We can sometimes get a discount on fees and
transport if we pay upfront. The extra pension would make a huge difference because our children will be much better
prepared for the New school year as most costs will be covered. It would also help us because we will not have to go into
such terrible debt to make sure these costs are covered.

The extra pension will also help us to buy food. Food prices go up jn December and we also must buy more food during
this time because our children spend more time at home during the holidays and we must feed them properly. It also
helps to keep our children close to home and secure and make sure that they are healthy and in a much better position
when school starts in the New Year.

Christmas is an important time to rest and reconnect as families. It is one of the few moments where families can come
together, relax and find peace. This year has been so hard. We need this time so that we can enter the New Year feeling
refreshed and positive.

The extra pension would help us ensure that our school going grandchildren will be much better prepared for New School
year. This will be good for teachers in classrooms and nurses in clinics. The extra pension would also be important for us
so that we do not start the New Year in so much debt. We could be much more financially secure.

It would also be very good for the economy because we will be able tp use the Stokvel monies which we save by sacrificing
so much for during the year, to be spent on productive use instead of just consumption goods. We save in stokvels during
the year. It would be much better if we can take those savings and use them to invest in our small businesses we do then
to spend all that money on school things and food. We sacrifice so much to save, it is not good that all that money is just
left in town and we cannot put it to productive use. We want to start putting money into things which help us live better
and be more financially secure.

We ask that you increase our pensions to a living wage in April 2019.

Minister, the pension is R1 700 a month. We cannot survive on it. It is far too low. We cannot live healthy lives on it, it just
keeps us in poverty. This year is even worse because this year has been so hard. Everything has gone up. Fuel has gone
up. Electricity has gone up. Transport to send our grandchildren to school has gone up. VAT has gone up. Food prices
have gone up. The pension is not keeping up with the shocks in prices.



In October you gave us an extra R10. What was that? R10 in the face of the shocks did not help us. Splitting the pension
increase in April and October does not help us. We are very angry about this. We need the full pension to be paid out in
April of every year.

We are of the age group that when we worked we received the lowest wages. We did the worst type of work and faced
the worst racial oppression and exploitation under apartheid and as the new Democracy was working itself out to try and
improve working conditions and wages. We did not earn enough when we worked to live and to save for our retirement.
Our only option when we retired was to go onto the government Old-Age Grant. Minister we worked our whole lives and
have now ended up in terrible poverty.

The pension plays the same role as a wage does. It brings income into our homes. We are 3,4 million pensioners. Many
of us live in homes where nobody works. Our children do not work. There are no jobs. Our families survive on our pensions.
Our expenses did not become less when we retired. We must still cover all the expenses we used to cover when we worked.
Things are expensive, in Pietermaritzburg our expenses come to around R7 000 a month.

We are asking that you increase the monthly pension to a living wage of R8 000. R1 700 is far too low. We stand in the
queue to collect the old age grant and then go and stand in the line to borrow money. It is a poverty grant and it is not
enough to help us. We spend all the money in a few hours on food, electricity, transport, education, scholar transport, debt
repayments and burial insurance. We come home with nothing. We leave all our money in town.

We have no money to bring home where we live. We have no money to support local economic activities where we live.
We make things, but nobody has any money where we live to buy the things we make. We cannot support others who
make things too. We also can't grow our small businesses. We would like to invest in our small businesses. We would like
to invest in our homes — to expand our houses and fix them. To create wealth where we live. But we can't because we
have no extra money.

Increasing the pension to a living wage would help us better support our families and make sure that our children and
grandchildren’s futures are much brighter and more stable. This would be good for government because it would mean
that less money would have to be spent in the public health sector, gyr children would be able to maximise their education
and would be able to gain knowledge and skills which would mean that South Africa would have a much stronger economic
base as its workforce will be stronger, healthier and better skilled.

South Africa is struggling to create jobs. The situation is terrible and getting worse every day. If you invest in us, 3,4 million
pensioners, money will come directly into our pockets — we will have extra money to spend where we live, and we will be
able to change the economy around very quickly. We will be able to create work where we live.

Please try and see that doubling the pension in December and increasing the pension to a living wage could really make a
huge difference for so many millions of families and it also will help government because 3,4 million pensioners and our
families will be in a much better financial position and we will be able to use our money more productively and create work.
If you don’t do this, millions of families are going to enter 2019 in levels of debt we have not seen yet. It will be very bad
for South Africa. The economy will continue to decline, and our lives will get worse.

Sothokoza kakhulu uma usamukelile isicelo sethu.
Thina Ogogo.
Pietermaritzburg Pensioners Forum
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